
 

 
 
 
 

2026 - MECRA Conference 
 

 DoubleTree by Hilton – Bay City, Michigan  
 
   

Wednesday, October 21, 2026              
  
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.          Conference Registration  
                                     
1:00 p.m. – 1:15 p.m.              Welcome to Bay City – Bay Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
                                                      Conference Co-chairs, Kris Fuller and Susan Wesseldyk  
                                                 
1:15 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. Annual Meeting & Election of Officers 
 

 Call to Order – Jodi Gordon, President     
 Jacquie Reed, 1st Vice President    
 Kris Shaneour, 2nd Vice President  
 Kristen Shankleton, Recording Secretary (Minutes) 
 Lyn Searles, Corresponding Secretary    
 Kris Fuller, Treasurer  
 Standing Reports  
 Election of Officers  

                                           
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.         Nina Lunsford  

(911 Dispatcher) 
   
3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.           Vendor break/raffle drawings  

3:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.             Michael Yelsik, Martial Arts Instructor 
                                                      (Self-defense training)  
 
4:45 p.m.                                   Dismissal 
                     
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.           Networking/Hors d’oeuvres and Awards Ceremony  
 
    After hours group activity    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2026 
 
 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast (Vendor Recognition) 
    
9:00 a.m.   Call to order – President Jodi Gordon 
 
9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Alyssa Koopman, LMSW 
                                                      (Preventing Burnout and Fostering Mental Wellness in the  
                                                   Workplace) 
           
10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.        Vendor break  
 
10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.            Honorable J. Cedric Simpson, 14A District Court 
                                                       (A day in the Life of Judge Simpson) 

  
11:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Amy Shankleton-Novess, Modern Court Reporting & Video 

(Freelance for Firms and Individuals)                                                                                                                
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch / Vendor Break - New MECRA members recognition 

 
1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. JoJo Dries 
                                                       (Finding Healing in the Stories We Carry) 
 
2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. CEO and CER Updates  

(Advancement in Logging and Transcription) 
                                                                                    
3:30 p.m.  – 3:45 p.m.         Vendor Break/Raffle drawings     
 
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.            Round Table and Mentoring in your Court                                                                  
  
4:45 p.m.               Dismissal 
 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2026 
 

8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast (Continental) 
 
9:00 a.m.     Call to order – President Jodi Gordon  
 
9:00 a.m. – 11:30  a.m. Robin Wolfert, Program Coordinator, SCAO 
    (SCAO Updates) 
 
11:45 a.m.                                   Dismissal  
                               
 
Please keep in mind that conference networking opportunities in the community and resort will be 
offered.  Information will be provided at the conference registration table.    

  
NOTE: This agenda is subject to change. 

  
We may use flash photography and record education segments of this conference.  If you do not wish 
to be filmed or your image captured, please indicate your preference below.  This information may be 
published in our “Members Only Section” for those members that are not able to attend the conference. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

  
If you have any specific questions that you would like answered at the conference, please email your questions to 
mecracorrespondence@gmail.com prior to the conference.  We will be happy to research all questions prior to the 
conference. 


